SRI AUROBINDO MANDIR ANNUAL

If Brahman has entered into form and represented its being
in material substance it can only be to enjoy self-manifestation
in the figures of relative and phenomenal consciousness. The
emergence of Life in the cosmic activity, the so-called evolution
of Matter, is a self-representation, a self-discovery and a self-
enjoyment. And this is going on eternally on account of the
Divine Will.

Such is the synthetical philosophy of Sri Aurobindo which,
as we shall see in the following pages, dispels all the doubts
raised both by the materialists and idealists in the minds of
thoughtful persons. Today, as never before, materialism is at
a great advantage owing to the scientific discoveries that are
daily piling up. The old mysteries of life and cosmos are shrink-
ing every day on account of the greater and greater macrocosmic
and microcosmic inquiries into the nature of the Universe
as a whole ; and it is natural for the scientists to proclaim that
the day will not be far when even the last mystery will be solved.
Even then the doubting mind is not satisfied with the answers
given by science. For, with the growth of scientific knowledge
we are becoming aware more and more of the inftniteness of
Existence and its solution or the last gate where we are to stop
is withdrawing further and further like the mirage in a desert.
Moreover, Matter, the prism of the cosmos according to the
materialists is changing its colour with every new discovery.
Matter is receding fast and its old qualities are giving way
to not only new but quite revolutionary ones, which make a man
suspect that the term "matter" in this case would be a misnomer.
And it is not his f^-ult if he thinks that "matter" has long
changed to "spirit".

We turn to the theory of consciousness in order to acquaint
ourselves with Sri Aurobindo's solution of the problem. For,
it is the consciousness which is the point where philosophers
parted ways, some to the path of Idealism, others to Materialism.
Had it not been for this strange quality born out of cosmic
activity, there would have been complete identity of views
among all the thinkers of the world as to the nature of Reality.

Generally all our conscious experience is psychological.
Also, whatever we experience unconsciously is physiological and
in a way a mechanical movement of Matter. For example, the
heart beating while a man is in a swoon is the latter kind of
unconscious movement which can be compared with other
mechanical movements of Matter like the electronic movement
round the nucleus. On the contrary, whatever is done con-
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